management (USA style), analytes, and pathophysiology. The boundaries between the latter are not hard and fast as the editors admit, nor could they be.
My main criticism of the book is that once again the discussion of analytical topics has become the poor relation. Only 190 pages in total are devoted to the 'analytical techniques and instrumentation' section, while 76 pages are devoted to a chapter just on cytokines. The result is that some of the analytical discussion is incredibly terse, to the point where one would have to understand the topic already to understand the explanation, thus seemingly making the latter redundant! This aside, the discussions of methods for individual analytes in later chapters are very good, with excellent summaries in the 'principles' paragraph of each. The sections on analytes and pathophysiology are comprehensive and this is probably the strength of the book. It is hard to see what is not covered here; suffice it to say a great wealth of information is to be found, with references to the literature up to 1998. Indeed, a cursory scan through the references in several chapters reveals that most are less than 7 years old.
Without a doubt, every department should get a copy as this is an excellent source of up-to-date information. Whether individuals in training should buy their own is debatable given the high cost and the poor section on analytical methodology. The book is an edited volume with 22 chapters from some 14 groups, with only two chapters written by the editor. The other authors range from well known experts such as Righetti and Shihabi to much less well-known practitioners. There is a very brief overview of CE in clinical biochemistry followed by 10 chapters on the analysis of proteins (including enzymes) in a variety of biofluids (plasma, cerebrospinal fluid, etc). The next four chapters deal with the use of CE in the growing field of DNA-based assays. Methods for assaying ss-or ds-DNA, polymerase chain reaction products for quantifying human cytomegalovirus, prenatal diagnosing of Down's syndrome and others are given. The final seven chapters show how CE can be used in therapeutic drug monitoring and determination of drugs of abuse, in addition to various bioanalytical analyses, e.g. urinary oxalate and citrate, plasma nitrite and nitrate, etc. There are surprising omissions, such as no chapter on the separation of urinary components by CE for metabolic screening to detect inborn errors of metabolism.
D T HARDY
The editor has imposed a relatively standard format on each chapter: brief introduction, materials, methods, notes and a limited number of references. Usually the chapters are illustrated with examples of normal patterns and electropherograms from samples from patients with various clinical conditions. The individual chapters are of variable depth and quality. A particularly fine example is that by Hempe and Craver on the diagnosis of haemoglobinopathies and thalassaemias by capillary isoelectric focusing. It is probably the notes to the chapters that those familiar with CE will find most of interest. Here is where the authors reveal the tricks of successful separations, although on the whole they tend to skirt over some of the problems of CE such as migration time drift and variations between capillaries.
The casual clinical biochemistry reader will not learn much more from this book than from any recent review or chapter in more general books. CE is now getting indirectly into a number of laboratories either as stand-alone CE instruments, the Beckman Paragon plasma protein analyser or buried within the latest generation of DNA sequencers. So for those clinical chemistry laboratories starting to use Books CE, this will be a useful book bringing together much information into one easily used volume to keep by the instrument and from which to gain useful instruction. 
